Calvin Presbyterian Church

Advent 2018

CALVIN CONNECTION

Your connection to the Calvin Church Community

The Coming of Advent

The season of Advent is upon us. 6 Ad v g whicld
comes from t haslverdiodt i whwo htd
come too , begins on the S fthea

feast of Saint Andrew) and lasts 4 Sundays up to, and
including, Christmas Eve.

During Advent, Old Testament readings (generally taken
from OIld Testament prophets like Isaiah or Micah)
remind us of dark ti mes |
were watching and waiting
coming into the world in the life of Jesus Christ.

Likewise, we light candles during Advent, remembering
t hat we too are waiting
Christmas 7 a light for a world in darkness 1 while
looking ahead to his second coming. It is a time of
spiritual preparation in which we ready ourselves to
receive Jesus anew into our lives, while looking ahead
to the future with eager anticipation toward all that God
has promised to yet do for us.

t

However, Gododés intention i
Instead, we look ahead to the day when Christ will bring

to t he wor | d t he full nes
remembering that we T in our living T are meant to be
but one means by which Go

world in need even now.

The colour associated with Advent is deep blue, the
colour of the night time sky and a colour of royalty. This
Advent Season, let me invite you to make room to
welcome the Christ child anew into your heart even as
you recommit yourself to being a part of his mission to
the world.
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Christmas at Calvin! Help Make a Difference This Christmas

As in previous years, there are many ways to help make a
We warmly invite you to join us as difference at Calvin this Christmas season. Consider helping to
we celebrate the Christmas Season! support some of the following:

1.) Adopt a child
Christmas Coffee House Concert

Featuring Rachel MacLean Calvin has adopted 65 children through the Angel Tree Giving

Program. This program, in conjunction with the Feed Nova Scotia,
Sunday Dec. 2 " @ 7:00 p.m. helps to provide food and gifts to a number of families in need of
help in our community. Tags will be available for pick up off the
Angel Giving Tree outside the sanctuary in the coming weeks.

Christmas Dessert & Carol Party Please return unwrapped gifts, with tags attached, by
nd
Saturday Dec. 8 " @ 7:00 p.m. Sunday, December 2 .
2.) Help provide food hampers for local families
Christmas Communion Service The Halifax West Ecumenical Food Bank is hoping to provide food
Sunday Dec. 16 ™ @ 11:00 a.m. hampers (including a turkey) again to families in need this

Christmas, & food throughout the Christmas Season. The cost of
a hamper for a single family is $50 . Cheques (in any amount)

Community Christmas Service can be made out to Calvin Presbyterian Church or cash donations

] ] ) can be put in an envelope earmarked 6 Food Bank Chr |
(Including the Calvin Choir) Ha mp e.r & receipts will be issued along with regular
at Bayers Rd. Baptist Church donations at the end of the year. If a separate receipt is required,

please note as such on the envelope with your name and address.
Sunday Dec. 16 " @ 7:00 p.m.

3.) Help stock the Food Bank shelves

Aside from the Christmas Hamper program, the Halifax West
A _| Ecumenical Food Bank regularly provides food to help more than
6Carols & Lessonsod RE FeYpieCirfour community. Donations of non-perishable food

Monday Dec. 24 " @ 7:00 p.m items are always welcome and can be left in the shopping cart
outside the sanctuary. Monetary donations to help the food bank
purchase items can be made through the church. Cheques can be
made out to Calvin Presbyterian Church or cash donations can be
put in an envelope earmarked 6 F o 0 d .BAgainktéx receipts
will be issued as above.

Christmas Eve

4.) Donate to the Mitten Tree

Donations of socks, hats, mittens, gloves (large size), etc., can

be placed on the 6Mitten Treeb, |
in the narthex. These donations will be delivered to Phoenix

Yout h, and a | oThalkstdaefor dosatichie | t er .
Sunday, December 16 ™.
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Sunday, December 2nd,
2018 @ 7:00 p.m.

Calvin Presbyterian Church
3311 Ashburn Ave. Halifax

Tickets: $20 Adults
$10 Students

For tickets, please contact
Sharon at 962430909

“= All proceeds in support of mission wopk

Mission and Outreach

Many thanks to everyone for your support of the many mission programs
during this Christmas Season. Thank you to those who purchased gifts for
the Angel Tree Giving Program and to organizer Murdena Dupont - you
have all brought a smile to a child on Christmas morning. The donations of
knitted goods which continue to decorate the Mitten Tree will be going to
Phoenix Youth and to Metro Turning Point. And we encourage everyone to
support Calvinés Hamper program for

Thank you, also, for your support of the Advent Coffee House Concert, and
a big shout out to the main organizers of the event, Sharon Marshall and
Cara Service!

Merry Christmas and the most joyous 0s
Outreach team!
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Committee Updates

Prayer Chain

With the passing of Amy Stewart,
the Prayer Chain has lost a
faithful and steadfast pray-er .
Amy was a member of the group
for many years. Her compassion
and concern for those for whom
prayer was requested was
genuine. We miss her at our
meetings (the last Wed of the
month) as we all miss her at
worship and in the fellowship of
our church.

If you feel called to join us in this
service of intercessory prayer
you can contact Idabell
McDonald (idabellm@gmail.com)
or any member of the Prayer
Chain or call the church office.
Contact details are in the bulletin
every week.

Fundraising Committee

Our Annual turkey supper was
held on Saturday, November
10th, with a profit of $2,861.81
realized. Many thanks to those
who donated items, bought
dinners and worked at the
dinner. Your help is greatly
appreciated.

Ladies Fellowship will be
holding their Christmas meeting
on December 11th. We will share
food and wrap gifts for the
residents of Lynden House.

AChristmas i n Scriptu

lff NS AYQ@AGSR (2 o/ KNRAGYlFa Ay {
carols to be held at Bayers Road Baptist Church on Sunday, December 16,
2018, at 7:00 pm. Choirs from Calvin Presbyterian Church and Bayers Road
Baptist Church will take part, and there will be congregational carol

singing, too. Any singers who are not currently part of a choir but who wish
G2 aiay3d gA0GK GKS OK2ANB F | 2Y
2Af£02014aQ FNNYy3ISYSyao GAGS
short rehearsal at 6:00 pm. An offering for the Halifax W
Ecumenical Food Bank will be collected at the door.

The Candy Cane Story

Submitted by Debbie Lyver

A candy maker in Indiana wanted to make a candy that would be a
witness, so he created the Christmas candy cane. He incorporated several
symbols for the birth, ministry, and death of Jesus Christ.

He began with a stick of pure white hard candy. White symbolizes the
virgin birth and the sinless nature of Jesus. The hard candy symbolizes

thesolidrock-t he f oundation of the church a
promises.
The candy maker made the candy in the

the name of Jesus. It also represents the staff with which the Good
Shepherd reaches down to the ditches of the world to lift out the fallen
lambs who, like all sheep, have gone astray. Thinking that the candy was
somewhat plain, the candy maker stained it with red stripes. The candy
maker used the three small stripes to represent the scourging Jesus
received by which we were healed. The large red stripe was for the blood
shed by Christ on the cross.

Since that time, however, the candy has become known
just as the candy cane. The story of its creation has been
lost to tradition and mass production, and it is now available
in many different colours, shapes, and sizes.

Praise the Lord for His salvation.

fFor God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting |ife. 0

John 3:16
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Q & A - Think About Joining PAR for 2019!

Refer to the Brochure My Congr egat i 6 hdvsnudd doRs PAR cost the local congrega-

Plano ( Avail able on tabl gomnPn Narthex or email

calvinhfx@gmail.com for a copy) The PAR program costs us 50¢ per donor, per month.

_ This is not bad considering that our bank charges us
1. What is PAR? 14 cents to cash each cheque we receive (ex: a 4
Pre-Authorized Remittance is a "direct debit" Sunday month = 4 X .14 = 56 cents and a 5 Sunday
program. Once a month donations are debited from  month = 70 cents). It also costs us $ 1.39 for every
your account and then electronically transferred to ~ $1,000 cash deposited. Thus PAR saves on fees! Par
Calvinbés account . I f y o u feesrare an@xpenyge tooCalvirs- asnle banking fees are
Sundays, this helps to keep your commitment - thus they do not affect your donation amount.
without having to "catch up" on your return. If you
donét go away, then you € &owdbesa RAR givencbange theé amguntafigift u t
making up your envelope weekly-i t 6 s d o n e orthange ty adifférent bank account?

All changes of this nature go through the treasurer-
phone, email, mail, or drop a note on collection plate. If

2. What is the general response to PAR at

Calvin? received before 1% of a month, it takes effect for that
Presently 27 families give using PAR with total mont hés withdPfawal on the 20
monthly donations around $4,250. Your Financial
Team would like to double this number! 8. What about members who feel uncomfortable
about not putting something on the offering plate
3. Can | participate if | don't belong to Calvin? on Sunday?
Anyone can use PAR - members, adherents, The PAR program offers cards to be placed on the of-

friendséPresbyterians n e fedngplateuThey are foundion thetable in theé Narthex
- take a few to last you several weeks. (Please do not

4. Can PAR be deposited into more than one mark on cards - as they are recycled! ) Many mem-
church fund? bers soon become anxiety fre
Yes! You can give monthly (see brochure ) to 1) fPassing the Plate! oCollectors are aware that many

OurChurch ( f or Cal \2)Pmedbyterians e ) 27 € on PAR passidgtheiplatéo .be i
Sharing - sent to the Presbyterian Church in _ _

Canada , or 3) Other- This can be designated for 9. How do | make special offerings?

specified uses i e.g. PWS&D, Halifax West Food Our envelope Secretary will give you a special pack
Bank, or anything else to which you wish to donate  containing envelopes for special donations. You can
on a monthly basis. List the donees and amounts use these or any envelope to give for specific causes -

if more than one. (See item #9 below) Memorials, extra donation, food bank, PWS&D, bulle-
_ tins, etc. Just note your envelope number and what
5. When and how long does it take to start ~ or the donation is for and you will be recorded as usual.
change PAR donations? Note that when you are on PAR, your envelope num-
If the information is received by your treasurerby b er wi Il 1 change to one in th

the 1st of any month your change will be affective ~ You in your introductory letter once you are accepted.
for that month. Debits from your account will

happen on the 20" of each month (or the next 10. Are there other options to PAR?

business day if the 20th falls on a holiday/ Yes, you can also give by advanced dated envelopes,

weekend). This date is not variable. monthly, or continue using weekly envelopes! 't oés
your choice!
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Calvin Open Doors Ministry

Seasonds greetings Cal vi nThe&Hagm$chopl!Youth Groups  Is atitl working
believe that we are working our way into Advent diligently to find dates and times that work for our
already. The last few months have been very busy for youth to meet. | have been checking in with some of
me getting the hang of things around here, butlam  the youth at church and at family worship and as
enjoying every minute of it. The following is a short happy as the youth are to meet, finding times have
recap of the programming we have been doing the proved to be a challenge. Starting in the New Year we
past few months. will be choosing at least two dates a month to go out
for lunch after church; from those meetings we will be
finding out what they are interested in and how we
can continue on with programming. | am also working

YVZ,UI%I'I(? to :]hank aI:jof tr;er:ammesd ar;dl folks wh on setting up times to meet with the youth outside of
individuals who attend and the wonderful folks who the High School program.

feed us! The youth and adults have all been engaged

in learning about the Exodus story. Over the past The Calvin Website  is undergoing some changes.
couple months we have t alAstiidawotkimprogredsoysuenidl dee that tharethave
and the burning bush, and this month we are talking  already been some changes. AswelCal vi n6 s

3-D Family Worship ~ has been going well with an
average of around thirty people in attendance. We

about Passover and the plagues. The youth have Facebook Page is now striving to be up to date with

enjoyed activities such as making small baskets to what déds going on at Cal vin; i
race in water, fire snake making, playing the hearing  would like to promote, please do not hesitate to let me

game and most recently making bread, plague know so | can get it up for the Facebook world to see!

games and Christmas fun. From what | hear the
adults have been having some engaging and thought
provoking conversations and really enjoying their
time. So come on out in January to join our 3-D
Family Worship for some dinner, discussion and
discipleship! What are you waiting for? The next one
will be Saturday, January 5th, 2019 @4:30pm.

The past few months have been full of getting to know
everyone and connecting with the congregational

members of Calvin. | was pleased to have been able to
attend the Missions and Outr
meeting as well as the Ladies Fellowship group and

Session meetings.

I am looking forward to continuing to participate in

The College and Career  group have been _ _ _
worship and will be leading December 30t, 2018!

enthusiastically meeting every month since
September. We held a games night in September at
Calvin and for the past two months we have been
meeting at Rev. Michael aGheseydeudriey 6s h o mg¢
lunch/supper and learning about the book of 9023011867 :

i . opendoorscoordinator@gmail.co
Revelation. We have our date tentatively set for
December and will continue on in the New Year J |
have also been working on setting up times to meet
with the young adults in between classes, for lunch
or after work.
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SING!

By Barbara Fris (originally prepared for Ladies Fellowship, Nov. 13, 2018)

Calvin chair is exploring its role as a leader of congregational singing with the help of a book called SING! by
Keith and Kristyn Getty.

Whatever you think about singing, the truth is, singing is for everyone regardless of ability. What a wonderful
experience it is to be in the company of a joyfully singing church. Repeatedly, throughout Scripture, we are
commanded to be a singing people.

We do not worship the fAart of singi thgOnewhoemadewywu shi p H

andformedyou-and enables you to sing. Wor $vhat andWiso walbveut o u |
more than anything . Go d 6 s |- imspiees duraasponss of love for Him and calls forth songs of joy
from our lips.

No auditions necessary . Singing in church is for everyone, not by ourselves and to ourselves, but out loud

i togetheraspartofit he assembl y thatis,{inithe cosnpanyrot othér believers). Itis a clear
directive from our Lord and Saviour to sing as a regular part of our worship life. Paul told the members of the
church in Ephesus, AWhen you meet together sing psa
with all your heart. Al ways use the name of our Lo
Ephesians 5:19-20.

I
r

Congregational singing is one of the greatest and most beautiful tools we have beengiven t o decl ar e (
fexcell encies H8Glaywd sharing in

The New Testament implies that our singing is important.

Many of wus ar e r e al-dlong-withothee o
0

wordsé kind of people. That |l ou
practice and a heck of a lot of courage. But é What

- all - stepped out together on this journey - to sing

better in our worship!

This book is about singing h o

how it impacts all of our lives especially in our worship. It
is a conversation for the whole church to explore as
followers of Christ. Calvin choir stands in front to lead the
singing. We in the choir are glad to see that all of you

are joining in.

Luther in the Reformation was passionate and serious about the art and practice of music, especially
congregational singing. We are a singing people beca
when we sing together as a church, we are simply joining in with what the rest of creation is doing.

ifWe may not all be very good si ng-enrosne tbhuetl ewses .aor e Eavlelr
human on this earth is born with the same speaking and singing apparatus. Breath flows from our lungs,
passing through our vocal chords causing sound to vibrate into our mouths and out into the room. And with
the help of our articulators, the tongue and lips, words are formed.
(Cont. next page)

7
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SING! (Cont.)

We sing knowing that our Lorddos ears are open and He
sincere, spirit-filled words and notes.

Our singing is a form of prayer.  The great sixth-century church father St. Augustine is reputed to have said
that we pray twice when we sing.

Sincerely singing together to the best of our ability, expresses that we are family.

Voice upon voice like - arms linked in arms across aroom  and, indeed, across all the gathering places

around the globe, across history. -1 t i s f laringg iedch ane of Us,dantline with our creator.
Question: AWhat is the chief end of Man?bd
Theanswer: iTo gl orify God and enjoy Him forever. o

TERM ELDERSHIP ELECTIONS

As a part of the ongoing rotation of term elders, the Session is now calling for the election of new elders. The
following is an attempt to answer some of the questions you might have regarding this process.

How many Elders are we looking for?

dermservicedb sti pul ates that 1/ 3 of a Sessionbs membershi
here at Calvin has been operating with a membership of 15 elders, meaning we are now looking to elect 6
individuals (5 + 1 elder who has stepped down since our last election) to serve on the Session.

What do the Elders do?

The El dership is an office of O6spiritual |l eader shipo
minister (with whom they form the Session) and for providing leadership, supervision, oversight, and pastoral
care for all groups, members, and adherents connected with the congregation. (BoF section 109.1)

Who can be elected as an Elder to the Session?

Those being elected to the eldership must be committed Christians, professing members of the congregation,
and should be in regular attendance at worship. To help, a congregational list of names will be circulated via
email for your consideration.

Moreover, the Apostl e Paul s u@ygexanplstothehbalievergih sheechs s hou
conduct, love, faithand purityd (1 Ti mot hy 4: 12) . Paul also goes on t
not be overbearing or quick tempered, but should instead be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is
self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined, and an encouragement to others through the living of their faith

(Titus 1:7-9).

(Cont. next page)
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Term Eldership Elections (Cont.)

They should exhibit gifts you believe would be useful within the spiritual leadership and visioning of the
church, while at the same ti me abexamplgtothalzlietets®sphgrlgst | e
conduct, love, faith and puritydi one who is not overbearing or quick tempered, but who is instead hospitable,

one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined, and an encouragement to

others through the living of their faith (see 1 Timothy 4:12 & Titus 1:7-9).

Those who have previously been ordained as Elders, but who are either no longer serving on the Session or
in scheduled to step down in the rotation, can be re-elected to the Session

How are people elected to serve as Elders on the Session?

Step 1:
Their names must be submitted in writing, and attested to by at least 2 members of the congregation (with
their names appearing together on one ballot). This

a\r/1ailable outhside the Sanctuary. Ballots can be filled out and dropped into the nomination box between Jan.
6" to the 20™.

Step 2:

Session will then vet the nomination ballots at its regular meeting on Jan. 21% (i.e. removing spoiled ballots,
ineligible nominees, and names not attested to by 2 or more supports.). The remaining ballots will then be
counted and the top 6 supported nominees moved onto a short list.

Step 3:

The Session will contact, meet with, and pray for each nominee on its short list regarding their willingness to
accept their nomination to the Eldership. Should any nominee(s) decline the nomination, the Session will then
approach the next highest nominated candidate on its list.

Step 4:

After the Session has identified 6 candidates willing to stand for election to the Session, these hames will be
presented to the congregation, with the congregation being asked to vote their support as it pertains to each
individual candidate. (Ideally, this could happen as early as mid February).

Step 5:

Should all 6 candidates receive sufficient support from the congregation voting, those candidates will be
admitted to the Session.

Step 6:

Previously ordained elders being re-elected to the Session will be admitted without re-ordination. For those
candidates being elected to the eldership for the first time, a service of ordination will be scheduled (ideally
before the end of April).
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Poinsettias- Caring for a Christmas Tradition

Submitted by Jean Dunn

Christmas Poinsettia Plant Care & Selection

What better way to decorate for Christmas than by adding a festive poinsettia plant to your holiday
decor? These plants come in many colors and sizes and will surely add to your Christmas spirit.

Poinsettia plants are clearly one of the most popular Christmas plants available today. It's no surprise -
the plant provides a beautiful Christmas flower and has been admired in the United States since Joel
Poinsett brought the plant into the country from Mexico the early 1800's.

Contrary to popular myths and urban legends, poinsettias are not poisonous to children or pets;
however, the sap can cause some minor skin irritation to some people. These plants have been widely
tested for toxins and are proven to be safe -- but it's still not recommended to eat one!

Choosing a Poinsettia Plant
This commercial cultivation continues today with over 67 known varieties.

Varieties sold in garden centres include Poinsettias in red, and shades of white, cream, yellow, red, pink,
and peach. Some are with variegated bracts that are striped, marbled, or spotted. Poinsettias are one of
the most important floricultural crops produced in this country. More poinsettia plants are sold in
November and December than any other plant through the year. And the Poinsettia is easily the
traditional December Holiday plant.

With so many varieties available, you should have no problem finding one that's right for you. When
shopping for your poinsettia, select the one with the most blooms. These are the most valuable of plants.
Look for dark green plants and don't buy one that has its leaves falling off. This indicates that it is old,
and not very healthy.

How to Care For Your Poinsettia

If you are one of those who like to purchase a poinsettia every year for the holidays, you should know
some basic care for the plant:

1) These plants are very sensitive, so don't expose it to extreme temperatures. Always cover them in
plastic when transporting them in cold weather, and keep them away from drafts and heat sources.

2) Place the plant in filtered/indirect sunlight for about 6 hours a day. If it is not Autumn, you can keep it in
relative darkness for the rest of the day and eventually, it will think it is Fall -- thus it will begin blooming.

3) Water the plant only when the soil is dry. To avoid root -rot, utilize drain holes.
4) Repot the plant as it grows and add fertilizer after the blooming season.
5) You can place poinsettias outdoors when the average low temperature does not fall below 65°.

If you don't have a green thumb, consider one of the silk varieties available today. While it's not the real
deal, it's the next best thing! 10



